IRONY AND RESOLUTION

tide of contemporary feeling more directly and per-
haps with more absorbing passion, but in intelligence,
moral seriousness, and craftsmanship Thomas Mann
has rarely been surpassed.

The concern of the German writer for the char-
acter and function of the spiritual life at the turn of
the century was, of course, but one aspect of the gen-
eral European reassessment of values. In France, Rus7
sia, and Scandinavia many serious voices had spoken,
in hope or fear, of the imminent disintegration of the
accepted order. But in Germany these voices were
more radical than elsewhere; they were, in Nietzsche's
sense, "nihilistic," and proclaimed a spiritual civil war,
a revolution of the dissident bourgeoisie against its own
members. They were not merely the expression of
temporary social grievances and were only rarely mo-
tivated by proletarian convictions. Coming from the
ranks of the middle class itself, they sought not pri-
marily the establishment of a "progressive" society,
but (like most German revolutionary movements)
the rediscovery, the "restoration" of fundamental hu-
man resources. Nietzsche's pessimistic view of civili-
zation, his excoriation of current bourgeois values,
and his insistence upon what he called biological rather
than idealistic standards seemed to carry the weight
of plausible and ominous prophecy. As the super-
ficial prosperity and ebullience of the new German
state increased, the power of cultural criticism gained
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